San Francisco ABOTA Mentorship Program
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
1. What is the purpose of this program?
We are providing a resource to all lawyers to consult with experienced ABOTA trial lawyers about
how to deal with uncivil behavior. There is no other resource or entity in existence, so it is a unique
opportunity to help fellow lawyers deal with this problem.
2. What is the scope of this program?
We have Civility Mentors in every region of the Bay Area. They are available to any lawyer and in
court. This program will be mentioned to Bar Associations and to Courts. This is the first program
of its kind in the country.
3. Are there any rules that need to be followed to participate in this program?
Yes. They will be made available to those who use this resource.
4. Is there any cost to participating in this program?
None whatsoever. The mentors are volunteer members of the San Francisco Chapter of ABOTA.
5. How much time will it take to participate?
There are no limitations, but participants should be as specific as possible to respect the time of the
volunteer mentors.
6. How to contact a mentor?
Go to the website for San Francisco ABOTA, www.sfabota.org, and click on “Mentorship Program.”
You will then open a screen with the identity and contact information of the consultant near you or
with expertise in your problem area.
7. Should the mentor be concerned about dispensing legal advice?
No, because the rules are clear that consultation is not legal advice and is only a discussion of the
particular civility problem and what course might be taken to deal with it. Oftentimes, there will be
several options discussed by the mentor and it will be up to the person contacting the mentor to select
the option that is most appropriate.

